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The Knowledge Gap between the Outputs of Higher Education and
the Requirements of the Labor Market in Libya

(Reality and Solutions)
Mustafa Elsharif

Asmarya University
Abstract

The follower of the Libyan higher education movement since its inception and until today notes
the huge expansion in the number of its scientific institutions, as the Libyan university network
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includes 25 universities in addition to other higher education institutions such as technical colleges,
higher technical institutes, and others, as well as the increase in demand for it. Higher education is
considered the most important pillar of development and construction for the Libyan state, but the
future of Libyan higher education today is at stake. It faces many challenges imposed by a set of
local and global transformations and changes related to knowledge and technology, represented by
its isolation from practical life in the labor market. Between its outputs and plans for the development
of society and the environment on the one hand, and the specifications and requirements required by
the labor market on the other hand, as a result of the rapid development in the field of business, with
the decline in traditional job opportunities, it has become a serious problem that cannot be allowed
to expand and expand more and more, but rather it has been placed under Microscope discussion and
serious research at the highest levels is an urgent matter to find successful solutions to achieve a
degree of compatibility and appropriateness between the two parties, because of their negative
repercussions on the economy and social situation in Libya. All beneficiaries are planning and
updating these programs.

Keywords: higher education institutions, knowledge gap; graduate competency; skills; Labor
market.
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